Meeting for mutual AGREEMENT

held between Government Representatives and

Representatives of The National Committee to Protect Oil-Gas-Mineral resources, Port and Power for resolution of the situation arising out of the Phulbari Coalmine.

Date: 30 August 2006

Venue: Auditorium of Parbatipur Upazila (sub district) 

Time: 7.30 PM

Agreement

1.
The meeting commenced after expressing a deep condolence for loss of lives in the unfortunate events, Prayer was held for salvation of departed souls; a minute’s silence was observed to honour the dead and deep sympathy was conveyed to the families of descend.

2.
The Six-Point Demands raised by Phulbari Chapter of National Committee to protect Oil-Gas-Mineral resources, Port and Power shall be implemented in the way stated below.

(a). All Agreements with Asia Energy will be annulled, and Asia Energy shall be expelled from the four sub districts including and adjacent to Phulbari sub district and from the country of Bangladesh. Nowhere in Bangladesh, including 4 sub districts including and adjacent to Phulbari, shall opencast mining be omitted. The method of coal mining selected shall receive prior consent of the people concerned.

(b). The victims who have lost their lives on the 26th of August 2006 in the gunfire by the Law and Order Enforcement Agencies of Bangladesh shall each be paid a sum of BDT 20,00,00.00 (equivalent to £2,000) as compensation.  

(c). A fund of BDT 90,00,00.00 (£9,000) shall be allotted for meeting the cost of compensation for injuries to the injured persons and damages to shops and establishments, restaurants, rickshaws, vans, microphones, homesteads etc. 

The compensation money will be disbursed after due ascertaining of the magnitude of injury, damage or loss of the affected persons is carried out by a committee comprising (i) Upazila (sub dist) Nirbahi (Executive) Officer, Phulbari, Dinajpur, (ii) Assistant Superintendent of Police, Phulbari circle, (iii) a representative of the Civil Surgeon of the District and (iv) two representatives of the Phulbari chapter of the National Committee.

(d). A one member Enquiry Committee with Additional District Magistrate has been formed for enquiry of 26 August 2006 firing incident and submission of a Report on it. Necessary actions will be taken following receipt of the Report 

For recovery of the missing dead body/bodies stated to be concealed after gunfire, an Enquiry Committee will be formed comprising Additional District Magistrate, an assistant Police Superintendent and two representatives of Phulbari Branch of National Committee. This Committee will investigate specific complaints and, thereafter, submit a Report. Actions shall be taken on the receipt of the report. 

(e). A Monument tower shall be built by the government at its own initiatives in a suitable site by the side of the new bridge for commemorating the Phulbari martyrs. 

(f). The Superintendent of Police will take appropriate measures against alleged agents of Asia Energy. Cases and General Diaries (G.D’s) against leaders of Phulbari movement against open pit coalmine shall be withdrawn and they shall not be entangled in any fresh case.

3.
All programmes including hartals (general strikes), seizes etc. in Phulbari shall be called off with effect from to-day 30 August 2006.

Signed by (on behalf of the people)                               Signed by (on behalf of the government)

	Anu Muhammad 

Member Secretary 
	Mizanur Rahman Minu

  
                M.P. 

	National Committee to Protect 

Oil-Gas-Mineral resources, Port and Power
	(State minister status, Mayor, Rajshahi City Corporation)



	30.08.2006
	


(Others presented at the meeting were representatives of national committee and its Phulbari, Parbatipur, Dinajpur chapters. Deputy minister, District commissioner, Police Super and other government officials)  

